
 

 

Its busy in the Careers department... 
We have had a busy spring term in the careers department. Speakers into school have included Howard from 

Derwent Training to talk to Year 9/10/11 boys with an interest in Engineering Apprenticeships. This was a 

good mix of practical activities as well as providing a sound over view of the apprenticeship framework.  

Helen from the Blue Cross has also been into school with Jess the black labour, to talk to the boys about a 

career with The Blue Cross. Boys from Primary up to Sixth Form attended and gained an insight into all the 

different job sectors within The Blue Cross.  

Unfortunately Barclays were unable to come into school as planned, but we are looking to re arrange this for 

the summer term, along with Veronica coming into school to talk about careers in Law. Veronica is a Law con-

sultant and we have a few boys already expressing an interest in attending this talk.  

This term boys have been on individual visits to Colleges and training providers in both the Thirsk area and 

their home areas as they consider transition options for after Year 11/12/13. 

Work experience has also been busy with boys going on a range of placements, including editorial, photog-

raphy, car mechanics, classical cars, chocolate factory and agricultural engineering. For some of our boys 

these placements are a 1 week block placement, other boys attend their placements one or two days a week 

for a longer period of time. The boys can sometimes gain vocational qualifications whilst on placement.  

Our links with North Yorkshire Business and Enterprise Partnership remains strong. All of the Year 11 pupils 

have committed to and successfully completed the Level 1 Employability Skill qualification. They will all gain a 

nationally recognised qualification. 

The boys who are doing their Duke of Edinburgh qualification are working well on the voluntary aspect. We 

have links with charity shops, local museums and The National Trusts.  

We are now looking forward to a busy summer term with continued work placements, employers into school, 

visits to Colleges, transition planning, visit to Bradford University and attending a University Convention in 

Leeds with the Sixth Forms boys who will be applying to University. 
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Staff... 
This term we welcome back Lorna Sykes in Social Ed who has been on maternity leave.  

We sadly say goodbye to Craig Lister in Social Education and Simon Baker in IT 

On our return after the holidays we will be welcoming our new Deputy Headmaster Gavin Copland, who will be 

working along alongside Simon as part of the transition before Geoff leaves at the end of the Summer term. 

New Term 
School opens for pupils on Tuesday 25th April 2017, 10:30am start. 

Happy Easter Everyone!  

World Book Day 

World Book Day is a celebration of authors, illustrators, books and (most importantly) a celebra-

tion of reading.  This is the 20th year there’s been a World Book Day and on Thursday 2nd 

March 2017, children of all ages came together to appreciate reading. It is a fantastic (and most 

entertaining) day in school. We had some brilliant outfits from both students and staff. 

Well done to Louis M who won a £10 voucher for best dressed student and to Pete Breckon 

(right) who won best dressed staff member. Louis dressed up as The Cat in the Hat and Pete 

was dressed as the Fat Controller.  
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Red Nose Day 

We had yet another fun filled Red Nose Day in school on Friday 24th March. Students 

and staff baked cakes and goodies to sell over break time in the dining room. The theme 

was ‘Walking Red’ - to dress up as your favourite red haired celebrity or character or just 

wear red for the day. Many got involved and it was a great day in school. 

Earlier this year some of the boys wanted to set up a ’Breck 
Running Club’ which started with great enthusiasm. It was so 
great in fact that it was suggested the boys seek sponsorship 
and it was decided to run/ walk/ cycle the distance from Lands 
End to John O'Groats for Red Nose Day. Both staff and boys 
were involved and mileage was recorded each week with lots 
of pledges coming in. It was touch and go to see if we would 
complete the distance, however the students and staff walked 
124 miles on the Year 8 Edinburgh trip and students skied 100 
miles while on the Italy ski trip. The distance was achieved on 
Red Nose Day completing 874 miles. A huge thank you must 
go to the boys for their hard work and determination. 

The cake stall managed to raise a brilliant  £87.20. A big well done goes to Connor C 
who raised £345, Nathaniel G who raised £70 and Ben S who raised £64 through 
sponsors for the running challenge.  

On Saturday 18th March, after a long but uneventful journey from school to Courmayeur, 
Italy, the group arrived to blue skies and lovely warm weather ready to start the annual ski 
trip.  
 
As previous years the trip was through Interski and this time around there were 11 boys 
who were a mix of Year 10, Year 11 and Sixth form. As soon as the crew arrived they all 
made their way up to the ski hire to get boots and skis sorted ready for the following morn-
ing. They soon arrived at the Hotel for afternoon lunch and time to unpack, shower and 
stretch out after the long coach journey.  

 

The next few days were followed by non stop skiing. wonderful Italian 
food, beautiful weather and hot chocolates! The group were separated 
in to three ability groups and each learnt new skills and tackled new 
challenges throughout the week which was a huge achievement .The 
mix of students was very      successful for social interaction and peer support, all of which 
had different skiing ability and experience. 
 
The ski trip is a very important date in the school calendar.  For some it is approached with 

some degree of trepidation, and the levels which the pupils manage to overcome anxieties relating to travel, 
new skills, communication, social situations is a huge credit to them all.  Thanks go to pupils and staff for all 
their hard work. 

Annual Ski Trip 

The boys getting some miles 

in for the running challenge. 

Staff getting involved in 

the Red Nose Fun 

mailto:office@breckenbrough.org.uk


 

 

Staff Profile—Tracy Marwood 
What did you do before working at Breckenbrough School?  
 
In my previous career I worked within Redcar & Cleveland Children’s Services over 
a 15 year period. I worked with children, young people aged 0 – 21 years and their 
families in a wide range of direct supportive roles: Residential Social Worker, Young 
People’s Outreach worker, Leaving Care Personal Advisor, Group Facilitator, Teen-
age Sexual Health advisor and Family Support Worker. In the latter year’s having 
developed my skill base and knowledge further, I became a senior member of staff 
which increased responsibilities to undertake assessments of need via my role as 
Senior Family Support Worker which incorporated staff management, Parenting 
Practitioner and Domestic Violence support group facilitator.  
 
Tell us about your role and what you enjoy about it?  
 
My role is Intervention Support. It’s a somewhat new role that encompasses part of 
a previous intervention role coupled with new areas identified for development in 
order to meet the ongoing needs within school. Those being formed around three 
basic elements:  
 
Firstly to provide daily support and interventions to students throughout school, on an individually planned 
need basis.  
 
Secondly, I provide support to new students to our school during their assessment process. During which all 
information gained and observations made feed back to the Transitions manager.  
 
Thirdly to develop the interventions used within school to ensure we provide best practice moving forward.   
 
I love the job that I have here at Breckenbrough and the variety it brings every day. I enjoy the flexibility of be-
ing able to adapt each approach to meet the immediate needs of each student in a very holistic manner. 
Breckenbrough has a very distinctive charm like no other I’ve known. I love being part of a fantastic team who 
support not only the students but each other in such a caring way is not something everyone can say. 
 
What would you like parents and pupils to know about you and the area you work in?  
 
I’m dedicated to my role and I truly thrive on ensuring that I carry out my duties to the best of my ability. I’m 
committed to developing interventions within school, keeping abreast of up to date information. I value my re-
sponsibility and work hard to meet the needs of all students where possible.  
 
What do you get up to in your spare time? 
 
I enjoy spending time with my family and friends, shopping, walking my dog Bailey, camping and short city 
breaks.  

Educational Trips  
This term the Primary and Year 7 students have been out on two educational visits. While the school was quiet 
with a lot of boys out on the ski trip, they found it a perfect chance to go out themselves for some educational 
fun! 

The first trip was to the Chocolate Shop in Leyburn which fitted in perfect with their current key skills topic of 
Chocolate. The boys got to see how the chocolate was made, how the chocolate tempering machine works 
and how to use the moulds. At the end of the trip the group were treated to a cheeky hot chocolate… it would 
be rude not to! 

The second visit was to the Centre of Life in Newcastle which was great getting 
stuck into some interactive leaning . The boys got involved in different experi-
ments in the science zone, visited the planetarium, space zone and one of our 
boys even volunteered to go up on stage at a show. 

Not only were the trips educational and great fun, it was a chance to improve on 
social skills, using public transport, following instructions and team work. 

 

 

Big Bang Fair 2017 

In June 2016 pupils from Breckenbrough School were crowned winners in their group at the 

Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths tournament in the regional heats held at 

York.  On the back of this, they were invited to the NEC at Birmingham on the 14th to 16th 

March 2017 for the final, where our project was pitted against the winners from other 

schools around the country. 

 

What made our entry stand out? Our project was designed and built from scratch by pupils.  The project is a 

self-propelled vehicle fitted with ‘remote brakes’ and hazard sensors.  The remote brakes were a key feature so 

these could be controlled by a supervisor too. The vehicle was designed to be used by children with disabilities 

and visual impairments, this design means that if they approach a hazard, the sensors activate and issue a 

warning sound to alert them to stop. Supported by the Design & Technology department within school, all the 

boys worked hard on the project. One of the individuals who was responsible for the major part of the welding, 

has progressed on to attend a local college to further his welding qualifications. 

 

The team arrived at Birmingham on Tuesday 14th March, where they spent time setting up their stand, getting 

to know the grounds and seeing some of the competition around them. It was all go on Wednesday 15th March 

as the judges came around to see the project and ask questions. Other schools were very interested and queu-

ing to have a ride. The boys were interviewed by Greg Foot, a Science Presenter,  who asked the team about 

the project and the school. 

 

You can see the interview with Greg Foot here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YlgCJkNrrhI 

 

On 16th March it was a 6am start with the boys being interviewed again, this time on live TV for the BBC Break-

fast show. There was a surprise visit from Andy Cortez, an ex Breckenbrough pupil who turned up to support 

the boys in their achievement.  

 

Andy made a separate video of the event and the meeting with the boys this can be seen here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TO0hRj4taU8 

 

The award ceremony took place on the final afternoon with the team waiting nervously for the outcome. This 

time around, there were no awards given but this surely didn't dampen any spirits as getting to the finals made 

us already feel like winners. A big thank you to everyone involved and to Lindsay for leading the team through 

this fantastic journey. The boys should be extremely proud and  were a huge credit to the school  and them-

selves throughout the 3 hectic days of the competition.  
 

The team being interviewed on live TV for the 

BBC Breakfast show. 

The core group with science presenter,  

Greg Foot 
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