Community visits in Enrichment
This year as part of Enrichment a group of staff and students have been reviewing parts of Thirsk as part of a
project identified to help support the town become autism friendly. This has included reviewing local parks,
the leisure centre, visiting different shops and most recently visited
a residential home in the town to join in on a Christmas art lesson
with the residents. It has been wonderful to meet local residents
and sharing knowledge and awareness of Breckenbrough within the
community. The project looks forward to carrying out more visits in
the new year with a view to establishing better links for students
and residents alike.
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Duke of Edinburgh Award
The students at Breckenbrough have been giving something back to Sutton
Bank this year by volunteering and working closely with the North Yorkshire
Moors National Park rangers.
Sutton Bank is one of the most spectacular inland cliffs anywhere in Britain.
More than 60 million years of earth’s history is covered by the rocks of Sutton
Bank. The near vertical drop from top to bottom is around 140 metres. It is a
high point on the Hambleton Hills with extensive views over the Vale of York
and the Vale of Mowbray. Sutton Bank is a well-known and well used place to
visit by Breck. So it seems fitting to be able to give back and for us to continue
to enjoy the area and all it has to offer.
The volunteering has been varied from week to week and they will be continuing with the work they have started in the New Year.
The first challenge they faced was to make the bike track more accessible
by cutting back the hedges and undergrowth. They then made a start on
laying down the aggregate which will be compacted in the New Year.
The boys have braved all sorts of weather to help in their role as a volunteer, never afraid to get their hands dirty. This was put to the test while
helping to build a wooded walk way over some marshland. They got stuck
in with the drilling and the hammering, giving all they had to the task set.
The final challenge of this year was to help with fitting a memorial bench
for a couple who liked to frequent the area. You can see from the pictures
what a fantastic job everyone did. We are all very proud of the boys
efforts, they have shown great team skills and determination to get the
tasks complete in a professional and mature manor. Great success boys!

Ed DeNunzio Trust
Following on from fundraising over 2016 and 2017 Breckenbrough are celebrating success in receiving financial
support from the Ed DeNunzio Trust. This means we achieved our fundraising target for the kitchen renovation project and have now been successful in completing the renovation during the summer term.
This term we had a lovely visit from Tony and Julie DeNunzio who came in to school to see the fantastic work
that was completed thanks to their generous grant and the fundraising by Joanne Foster. They had a tour of
the school, met students and staff and stayed for lunch.
School opens for students on Tuesday 9th January at 09:00am.
We hope you have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Breckenbrough School Limited, Sandhutton, Thirsk, North Yorkshire, YO7 4EN,
Tel: 01845 587238 Fax: 01845 587385 Email: office@breckenbrough.org.uk

Thank you to everyone else who helped make it possible to renovate the kitchen through fundraising.
http://eddenunziotrust.com

Careers

Y10 Residential Trip

Another productive term in the careers department. We have had the launch of Unifrog to Year 11 and Sixth
Form Students. This has made a significant difference to apprenticeship searches, University research and
personal statements, as well as CV writing.

On Wednesday 22nd November Year 10 set off to the
Lake District for two nights away on a residential trip.
The mini buses were packed full of wet suits, buoyancy aids, helmets, food, and of course all of us!

We have had both group and individual visits out with students to Colleges, specialist providers and Universities which have been invaluable to students as they make decisions for next year. The students attending
ToolBox in York continue to receive positive reports as they gain skills in motorbike/motor mechanics. We
have made a new partnership this term with SportsWise, based on Sports Leadership Skills.
Year 11 students are all regularly attending their Employability Skills lessons and are well on their way to
achieving the NCFE accredited qualification.

We arrived on the afternoon at Keswick Youth Hostel
to find that River Greta was in full flow and close to
bursting its banks. Taking note of this we quickly
moved into the youth hostel and made ourselves at
home.

Sally Leck, Careers Advisor

We rose early the next morning and had a big breakfast ready for the day ahead. Spirits were still high despite the HEAVY rain and floods. After a group discussion about the wet weather conditions we opted for a sub
terrain aqua adventure, so off we went to Hodge Close (an old network of mine tunnels and open cast quarries).

Staff Profile—Gill Bolt

As we trudged through waist deep water through the deeps tunnels and mines, it was hard to imagine that
this whole area was dug out by hand.

We are looking forward to more visits out of school in the Spring Term and inviting employers into school to
give career talks. The first talk will be on Friday 26th January by Adam, from Access to Music in York, and is
open to all students with an interest in music as a career avenue.

What did you do before working at Breckenbrough School?
Before working at Breckenbrough I was Cabin Crew for British Airways. I originally started
flying from Birmingham doing European destinations and then transferred to London
Heathrow to do worldwide trips. I enjoyed 17 years of flying before leaving in 2009 after
having my daughter.

Picture above shows the boys at the end of a 100m tunnel.
We donned wet suits, buoyancy aids and helmets,
climbed, crawled, jumped and swam our way through
the maze of old working history.

After having some time at home I worked part time for the County Council and the NHS in
an administration role.

The conditions were very tough all day and the winds
were baltic, with drenching sleet and rain. This proved to
be no problem for the strength and character for the
boys of Breckenbrough.

What is your role at Breckenbrough
I will be based in the Finance Office at Breckenbrough covering all aspects of administration. I enjoy being part of a great team of staff here, I also like the interaction with the
students and being part of a great school.

The boy’s commitment for adventure shined through.
Staff were so proud of this and it allowed us to explore
the whole mine.

What do you do in your spare time?
My family and I still love to travel and enjoy visiting France in the summer. We also enjoy weekends away in
our caravan which we bought so that we can always take our two cockapoo dogs with us!

Ofsted Residential Report
The report for our residential Ofsted inspection which took place in November has been published on the
Ofsted website, so we can finally share the news.
It’s a fantastic report, which I believe provides a genuine picture of how we work together in meeting the
needs of our students.
You can find a link to the report on the Breckenbrough school website at:
https://www.breckenbrough.org.uk/outstanding-residential-ofsted-report
Simon Bannister, Headteacher

Picture on the left shows the group jumping from a
ledge after climbing up from the tunnel.
Later that day we went for a short walk through some beautiful woodland at the side of Lake Ullswater to see
Aira Force in full flow.
After warming up with nice hot showers, we celebrated the day’s success with a meal in a Chinese restaurant.
A great trip was had by all, thank you to each of the boys for being great company.

Staff
This term we say a big hello to Gill Bolt who is joining the Administration team and Maxine Fletcher who is
joining the Social Education Team. Both Gill and Maxine joined us in November and we are very happy to have
them on board.
We sadly say goodbye to Louise Krier who has moved on to pastures new.
We also sadly say goodbye to Lindsay Wellington Graham who retires at the end of term. Lindsay has been our
DT teacher for the last 12 years . On to a well earned rest Lindsay!

